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SUBJECT: PLO ACCUSES US EMBASSY BEIRUT OP BACKING PHALANGE 

1 . YUGOSLAV AMBASSADOR PEKIC TOLD ME APRIL 28 THAT IN 
DAMASCUS MEETING APRIL 16 WITH YUGOSLAV PONMIN THE HEAD OP 
PLO POREIGN APFAIRS BUREAU QADDUMI HAD DISCUSSED RECENT 
PHALANGE/PLO CONFRONTATION. QADDUMI SAID HE AND ARAPAT 
WERE CONVINCED THAT PHALANGE HAD STAGED THIS CONFRONTATION 
AND THAT EMBASSY BEIRUT HAD PRIOR KNOWLEDGE THESE PLANS. 

THE EMBASSY, QADDUMI ALLEGED, PURTHERMORE HAD ACTIVELY 
BACKED THE PHALANGE DURING THE CONPRONTATION. 

2. PEKIC SAID HE WANTED US TO BE AWARE OP THE PLO'S 
COMMENTS NOT BECAUSE HE THOUGHT THEY HAD ANY VALIDITY 
BUT BECAUSE THEY REELECTED THE UNPORTUNATELY DEEP PLO 
SUSPICIOUS OP USG MOTIVES. IN HIS OPINION THESE SUSPICIONS 
WERE INEVITABLE AS LONG AS THERE NO STEADY CONTACT BETWEEN 
THE PLO AND THE USG. HE ADDED THAT SYRIAN PONMIN KHADDAM 
HAD COMMENTED TO THE YUGOSLAV PONMIN THAT HE TOO SUSPECTED 
POSSIBLE USG INVOLVEMENT IN SUPPORT OP THE PHALANGE. 

PEKIC SAID HE SAW NO CONCEIVABLE USG INTEREST IN UP- 
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WAVES WHICH WOULD FURTHER DESTABLIZE THE ENTIRE AREA. 

IN ASSURED HIM THAT REPORTS OF USG INVOLVEMENT WERE TOTALLY 
WITHOUT FOUNDATION. 

MURPHY 
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